
Laura Gibb
Social Studies Department

US History and Government

Email: laura.gibb@qacps.org



Initial Thoughts
Transitioning from the digital and hybrid model from last year, I recognize that 

students will have a variety of needs. While we are back to “business as usual” I think 

we should all be [mentally] prepared for the possibility of changes.

Regardless, I plan to do my best to make the curriculum for all my courses as 

interesting and accessible as possible. I always strive to have clear communication and 

expectations for all students. 



About me

● From Cecil County

●Graduated from St. Mary’s College 

of Maryland

●Live in Dover

●Teach every grade

● 2 year old and 5 year old at home



The digital environment
Schoology is the primary medium for distribution and management of coursework. 

This platform integrates google docs, which is familiar to most students. Every day 

students be able to log in and access the materials for the day, organized by both week 

and day. This platform and organization will be consistent across all classes to help 

students keep track of their academics more easily.

In the classroom we will be using a blend of digital and non-screen activities. While all 

items will be available digitally for those who need them, the goal is to engage students 

in a more familiar and traditional method of learning.



Attendance and Participation
All students are required to attend learning in person this year. However, given the 

current situation, students who are required to quarantine may have to miss in person 

schooling. As previously stated, all materials will be available on Schoology. Those who 

are not present can access what they need and the specific agendas for every day 

missed. 



Communication and Office Hours
I encourage parents and students to maintain open communication lines with me. 

During the school day, students/parents can usually expect prompt responses from me. 



Grading Policy
● Progress Assignments (classwork assignments) are 40% of the grade. Mastery 

Assignments (tests, quizzes, projects) are 45% of the grade. The final exam is 

worth 15% of the grade. The exam is county-created.

● Students can still retake/makeup exams that they scored less than a 70% on to up 

to a 70%.

● When students do not complete work the assignment is recorded as a zero.

● Assignments can be submitted up to three days late. For each day late, the 

assignment will be dropped 10%. All missing work for a unit should be submitted 

before the assessment.



Expectations and Norms
Students should complete their work individually, unless otherwise directed by the 

teacher. Assignments submitted should always be the students’ own work, words, and 

ideas.

Assignments should be completed by the posted due dates. With the return of 

in-person learning students can expect more structure and accountability. 
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Honors US History: Period 2

This course is a survey of United States History, covering industrialization to present 

day. In chronological order, we will examine the political, social, and economic factors 

that have impacted the United States. As an Honors course, students are expected to 

adhere to a high standard of academic rigor in preparation for future AP classes and 

post-secondary education.  The Honors course has increased opportunities for reading 

and in-depth analysis. In addition, students will be working to improve their academic 

writing skills to meet the demands of history-specific questions.



Honors Government
This course explores the framework and functions of the three levels of American 

government.  After reviewing the background and origins of government, students will study 

how the federal, state, and local governments function.  In preparation for the Maryland 

High School Assessment in government, a strong emphasis will be placed on the Core 

Learning Goals for social studies.  The focus of the course is specifically on the structure and 

function of government. Neither the class nor state curriculum is structured to promote any 

sort of partisan viewpoint. Current events will be infused into each of the major units of 

study to help students make civics real and relevant to their experiences. Ultimately, the 

course is meant to give students a foundational understanding of the tenets and structures 

that underlie our democracy.

As an Honors course, students are expected to adhere to a high standard of academic rigor 

in preparation for future AP classes and post-secondary education.  The Honors course has 

increased opportunities for reading and in-depth analysis. In addition, students will be 

working to improve their academic writing skills to meet the demands of history-specific 

questions.



Government: Period 4
This course explores the framework and functions of the three levels of American 

government.  After reviewing the background and origins of government, students will study 

how the federal, state, and local governments function.  In preparation for the Maryland High 

School Assessment in government, a strong emphasis will be placed on the Core Learning 

Goals for social studies.  The focus of the course is specifically on the structure and function 

of government. Neither the class nor state curriculum is structured to promote any sort of 

partisan viewpoint. Current events will be infused into each of the major units of study to 

help students make civics real and relevant to their experiences. Ultimately, the course is 

meant to give students a foundational understanding of the tenets and structures that 

underlie our democracy. 

Graduation requirements require the passage of both the course and state administered 

Government HSA.



AP Psychology *Second Semester

This course is designed as a college-level Psychology program. Students study in 

preparation for the AP Exam in May. Psychology, the scientific study of human 

behavior and mental processes, stands between the social and biological sciences; 

therefore, unique to many of the courses that students experience in high school. The 

course not only gives insight to how and why our bodies and minds work the way they 

do, but also exposes students to research methods, theoretical frameworks for 

development, and debates going on in the modern world.


